SOME  IRISH  MEMBERS

to much the same thing, for to postpone the ambitious
man's candidature until after the general election was
very much like the consigning of him to the political
Acheron.

'Tim' Healy is one of the cleverest men I hare ever
met, and X have met a good many clever men in the
course of my active life. I use the word clever in the
strict sense of the word's application. 'Clever' is de-
fined by a standard dictionary as lively, agile, dexterous,
quick to seize. In this sense Mr. Healy's mind is un-
doubtedly clever. It is lively, it is all alive; it is agile
with the most surprising agility. It is dexterous as the
skill of a juggler could be; it is quick to seize on any
opportunity given by an opponent for his own confusion.
Healy does not profess to be in the higher sense an
intellectual man, but he has an intelligence which shows
a sprite-like capacity for instantaneous appearance in
unexpected places. When Healy rises to speak in the
House of Commons he fixes the attention of the whole
House at once, for nobody can tell what he is likely
to say or what he may not say, and he has an amazing
gift of phrase and of epithet. 'Healy is the imp of
your party,' an English member once said to me; 'he
always seems to take a delight in clawing his opponent.
Healy gets at the heart of the most difficult and most
complex question as if by a kind of supernatural in-
stinct. He has the faculty of carefully studying out
a subject, and he must have employed long study to
enable him to become, as he has become, a perfect mas-
ter of some of the most complicated and perplexed
schemes of legislation that ever bewildered even the
lawyers of the House. But I do not myself often think
of Tim Healy as of a man carefully sitting down in, a
study and methodically thinking some subject out. It

345 Hell.'   Really the advice in both ways came
